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Davis, Elmer But Were Born Free 
Bobbs-Merrill. Feb. 15, 1954. 229p. $2.75. 


When the intellectual freedom zealots want sound 
most righteous, they usually quote out context the 
32d verse the 8th chapter St. John’s gospel, “And 
you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.’ Mr. Davis goes them one better, extracting few 
words from St. Paul for his title, and making freedom 
even less dependent prior conditions. This little 
book consists six chapters, most them having been 
previously delivered over the air (it says the 
jacket) “the most honored commentator radio his- 
the main, the subject the book freedom 
the mind and the innumerable dangers which Mr. 
Davis sees that freedom exposed this country. 
one his essays, mainly attack Whittaker Cham- 
bers and other ex-Communists, Mr. Davis scores them 
especially for their feeling that the West has all but 
lost the fight against Communism; but none the ex- 
Communists, including Chambers, have ever been 
frightened Communism Mr. Davis them and 


McCarthy. 


might expected, large part the book de- 
voted attacking McCarthy—nor would this reviewer 
attempt defend him against such attack; but Mr. 
Davis would seem doing just what urges 
people not do—getting hysterical the face 
danger against which defenses, when they are erected 
honest men, are amply available. 


For the most part, Mr. Davis feels that Communism 
presents real problems here America—there was, 
perhaps, brief period the twenties 
when just few no-account intellectuals fell for it; 
but all that long past, and now only the hysterical 
anti-freedom crusaders who are unable distinguish 
between Communism danger America (real), 
and Communism danger America (something 
made Chambers and McCarthy). “There are 
some just-below-the-top members the Administration 
who, asked name the most important and danger- 
ous Communists recent years, would give you not 
Stalin and Malenkov, but Alger Hiss and Harry Dexter 
White.” Just why this not close the truth, since 
everyone knew what Stalin and Malenkov were to, 
but good and intelligent men were taken Hiss and 
White—Mr. Davis fails explain. Apparently 
feels that has made very telling point. 


Davis especially hard the ex-Communists who 
have talked; even one were part way with him 
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his criticisms Budenz and Bentley (though one 
could ask how many cases Miss Bentley’s information 
has proved false misleading), impossible fol- 
low his reasoning about Chambers. Basically, that 
since Chambers was wrong once, the chances are that 
wrong again, different direction. Sorrow, 
compunction, desire right far possible the wrong 
done society, not impress Davis; one shudders 


think Mr. Davis commentating St. Augustine 
St. Paul. 


Perhaps most depressing all the last chapter, “Are 
Worth Saving?” Davis’ theology clearly 
shown democracy—religion and all that resembles 
being rejected favor the “scientific method.” 
have offer the contemporary world— 
and the future—is method, and the freedom the 
mind that makes that method possible [This 
method] can only say, have kept the door open 
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for the exploration all possibilities, consideration 
all objections, application all possible tests, and this 
what seems true. Maybe something else will 
seem more probable later on, but this the best can 
now.” This, course, the voice John Dewey, 
one Mr. Davis’ pantheon—some its other inhabi- 
tants are Holmes, Jr., Eleanor Roosevelt, and 
Owen Lattimore. 


This has already been called book cosmic import- 
ance many reviewers; nothing the sort, and 
little value, save one more picture the mind 


the dedicated liberal. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—MARCH 
SELECTION 


Seven Years Tibet 
Translated Richard Graves. Forty pages photographs. 
Dutton. Feb. 24, 1954. 314p. $5.00. 

Henrich Harrer Austrian mountain-climber and 
skier who was Karachi the outbreak World 
War was interned enemy alien the 
British India. After many long preparations and one 
failure successfully escaped from the internment 
camp and made his way neutral Tibet. major por- 
tion this book his account the many hardships 
and adventures that came his way avoiding return 
English control. 


Most writers modern fiction would hesitate before 
describing such ordeal and heroic epic novel form, 
but there seems doubt that this amazing tale 
true. The journey Tibet took tortuous twenty- 
one months through thirty below zero weather, over 
almost insurmountable mountains, and over the polite 
but firm opposition the local officials. The inhabi- 
tants and officials Tibet were insistent following 
the policy excluding unauthorized Europeans from 
the holy city Lhasa. encounter with murderous 
bandits but one many thrilling episodes. 


Life Lhasa described with abundant detail terms 
enchanting and similar those used describing 
Shangri-La. The politeness, hospitality and honest sim- 
plicity his hosts are charmingly depicted. The author 
and his companion portray their western knowledge 
and ingenuity their constructing irrigation canal 
and garden fountain and their 
skating the Tibetians. The author, besides serving 
translator for the foreign office, eventually becomes 
official photographer, tutor, motion picture impressario 
and friend the young Living Buddha, the Dalai 
Lama. The story ends with the reluctant departure 
the author from Tibet and the unfortunate but neces- 
sary submission the country and its Dalai Lama 
the conquering Chinese Communists. The failure 
the United Nations and the entire world assist this 
attractive story-book land from Communist aggression 
and tyranny sorrow the author and every warm- 
hearted reader. 


This book certain best-seller. Besides having 
already sold almost 2,000,000 copies abroad and being 


Harrer, Heinrich 


Davis Harrer Overstreet 


Best SELLERs 


chosen the Book-of-the-Month Club its March 
selection, going prominently featured Life. 
hoped that the extraordinary sales the recent 
release the pocket edition Lowell Thomas’ account 
Tibet, also with many photographs, will not prevent 
this book from the full success richly deserves. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx, New York 


Overstreet, Harry and Bonaro The Mind Alive 
Norton. Feb. 11, 1954. 333p. $3.75. 


the reader acquainted with the “facts” and theories 
personality psychoanalytical nature, the rationale 
and purpose the Overstreets work becomes readily 
apparent. Its objective that interpreting the lay 
person attractive style, imaginative and 
appealing way, the findings present day therapeutic 
psychology that the reader may better understand 
work. 


Part One the volume emphasizes the psychological 
unity the individual, the resources that lie untapped 
oneself and ways effecting better conception 
self through the use insight into one’s relationships 
with others. The concept emotional dependence 
treated under the consideration social and emotional 
inclusiveness. 


The treatment dependence brings the reader 
commentary the Golden Rule and its relation 
emotional stability: forms bridge over which 
passes Part Two the volume, concerned with cul- 
tural and societal grounds personality development. 
This part seeks inform the reader the relation- 
ship between psychological factors and present day 
social problems, especially urging the attitude toler- 
ance and tenderness. 


The style not authoritative pedantic, nor does one 
get the impression being talked down to. Frequent 
references literature and current events make for 
interest the part the more erudite reader. 


Not all negligible the objection which must 
raised again the framework 
thought: the individual not simply the product 
culture and soma; not sufficient unto himself. 
important consideration the mind the person 
may its cultural matrix, one must always remem- 
ber the whole personality dependent upon 
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tematic relationship with Supreme Being. Insufficient 
mention the religious needs the human makes any 
work personality incomplete. 


Lennon, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Dille, John Substitute for Victory 
Doubleday. Feb. 1954. 219p. $3.00. 


The author the present volume spent two and half 
years Korea correspondent for Life and de- 
votes about two-thirds his book the war which 
covered. Newspaper and magazine accounts gave most 
Americans impression the Korean War un- 
folded, but time blurs the memory and competent 
refresher such this has definite value. Mr. Dille 
surveys the fighting, the tangled matter Korean- 
American relations and the peace negotiations with 
professional skill. His basic contention that the war 
was worthwhile (as his title would indicate). the 
Spring 1951 General MacArthur declared, “There 
substitute for Mr. Dille, the other 
hand, feels that should reasonably satisfied with 
the results the war. did not achieve total vic- 
tory; neither did have pay the fantastic costs 
such victory would have entailed. learned how 
fight jet war, trained large numbers men 
the toughest kind war there is, and gave our navy 
real training carrier-jet warfare. sense did 
defeat the enemy. was Russia and not the United 
States that first proposed the truce talks 1951, and 
1953 the Russians still wanted truce despite Syngman 
Rhee’s freeing 27,000 prisoners war. The author 
observes: “If paid heavily for the battle, did the 
enemy. The ending the war Korea does not 
mean all that have appeased the enemy. 
are still there. Our pilots are the ready-lines. Our 
men are their bunkers. need only remain 
alert for the bell signaling the next round. have, 
war neither side could either win lose, found 
necessary substitute for victory.” 


Substitute for Victory rounded out with survey 
present day Formosa and Japan. With the end the 
Occupation was inevitable that there should 
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retreat from some the American “reforms.” The 
periodical and newspaper press has pictured Japan’s 
transition recent months and although Mr. Dille’s 
account very good, does not add anything new. 


For this reviewer the pages Formosa were the most 
interesting and informative. Chiang Kai-shek still relies 
excessive centralization and tries assure his con- 
tinued domination playing his generals off against 
one another, but his personality and personal force re- 
main tremendous assets for the Nationalists. Fortu- 
nately assisted remarkable group lieuten- 
ants (rather strikingly sketched the author), and al- 
though his army relatively small (estimated size: 
200,000 men) and deficient equipment all types, 
core survivors the mainland campaigns—veterans 
who did not defect with the crushing defeat there. 
the years Formosa they have been given most 
rigorous military training and thorough political in- 
doctrination the Generalissimo’s eldest son, General 
Chiang Ching-kuo. Perhaps most important all, 
social and economic reforms have given Nationalist 
China dynamic spirit which lacked the middle 
and late forties. Among other things, the Government 
has reduced rents, redistributed land, and made the 
merchants pay proper share the taxes. With 
American aid the Nationalists have worked build 
buildings. They have increased their fertilizer produc- 
tion and their agricultural production. These and 
countless other developments are encouraging them- 
selves, but particularly heartening are reports from 
Mao Tse-tung’s China that the people under Com- 
munist domination are aware these activities For- 


mosa. 
Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York 58, New York 


* * * 


Gogarty, Oliver St. John 
Isn’t This Time Year All! 
Doubleday. Feb. 1954. 256p. $3.50. 


Dr. Gogarty was bound for Connemara bus when, 
remarking the weather the man next him, 
was rewarded with the Irish-bullish reply has chosen 
for his title. equal casualness, would appear, 
acquired his material. What with the left-overs 
from his previous autobiography (and shouldn’t man 
limited one autobiography anyway?) and random 
remarks delivered with purposeful air, this “unpre- 
autobiography” isn’t the type book 
all. 


“This bids well,” says the author page 153, “to 
great book because becoming boring.” Dr. 
Gogarty has read true greatness aright, here book 
destined become classic. The book’s disjointed 
comments life general are pretty tedious, and the 
tedium hardly relieved the quoting bawdy 
limerick two. usual, Dr. Gogarty his best 
when lets fly tart comment about the literary 
figures knew well. adds nothing our knowl- 
edge his present comments about James Joyce, but 
they are valuable that they express opposition 
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which seldom permitted appear. The yarns about 
George Moore, again, are nothing new, yet one always 
warmed being reminded the discomfortures 
Moore’s pompousness suffered. And perhaps 
seen print often enough that Lady Gregory did not 
write the plays attributed her, one preposterous 
legend might forever pinked. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


Taylor, Robert Lewis The Bright Sands 
Doubleday. Feb. 18, 1954. 254p. $3.50. 


This new novel the perceptive and ironic Mr. Taylor 
might best described tale some minor scoun- 
drels engaged trivial mischief. casts its ironic eye 
small town, Chatham, located Cape Cod, per- 
ceptively appraises some the natives and some the 
summer colonists, and reproduces rather vividly much 
the charm and the enchantment that found 
the Cape. also epitomizes few centuries Chat- 
ham’s history and occasionally delves into the laby- 
rinths Freudian symbolism. 


primarily concerned with Bill Willis; Myra, his 
frustrated wife; Joan, his uninhibited, teen-age sister-in- 
law; Captain Ezra, amiable rogue; and Uncle Veenie, 
enterprising boatman. deftly contrasts the natives 
and the summer residents, disclosing the fatuousness 
the latter and the cunning the former. Only Bill 
Willis and Joan bridge the gap between them, becom- 
ing the victims neither the cunning nor the fatuity. 
Joan, however, because her brash, coarse and uncon- 
ventional behavior, proves her sister Myra’s eyes 
menace Myra’s marital happiness, and 
great extent the story concerned with this unintended 
triangle. course, after the summer sea- 
son over, Joan packed off boarding school 
where she will disciplined sufficiently, and Bill and 
Myra are happily reunited. 


Meanwhile the quintette are involved all sorts 
pranks, some amusing and some irritating, like the 
Fourth July celebration which almost creates 
international incident with one our tenuous allies, 
and hurricane that somewhat sobers everyone. Be- 
neath the humor, the capering, and the routine account 
life the summer Cape Cod, there some 
incisive comment the significance that life—on 
the inanity cocktail parties, the gushingly ignorant 
appreciation earthy drama the summer theatre, 
and the inevitable tensions which arise between people 
who live leisurely but aimlessly. is, fact, picture 
some Americana, which amusing but hardly in- 


spiring. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Bruckner, Leona Triumph Love 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 18, 1954. 213p. $3.00. 


Few readers Triumph Love will ever experience 
personal tragedy similar the one related this 


young mother. Yet Leona Bruckner’s courageous and 


frank story has strong appeal for anyone who has 
wondered how average people face seeming calamity. 


and Leona Bruckner and their small daughter, 
Karen, were such average young family, until Billy 
was born. Nothing had prepared them for the events 
which followed the birth this second child, shock- 
ingly described the attending physician mon- 
strosity without arms, for whom nothing could 
done.” was this reaction which the Bruckners ac- 
cepted their own, and which caused them reject 
their child unseen. Hoping would not live, they 
told his sister, relatives and friends that the baby 
brother had died. 


But when infant illness the hospital where had 
been placed almost did take baby Billy’s life, they 
realized their mistake trying evade their parental 
responsibility. They suddenly understood how much 
their unseen child meant them. Amid the hundreds 
practical questions raised their decision take 
care him their own home, one fact was para- 
mount: God had wanted the baby live and had sent 
him them for reason. 


When they finally met Billy, the young parents saw 
that except for his deformity Billy was 
child, mentally alert and engaging personality. Dur- 
ing his first weeks home their loving care the child 
was marred only the trying moments when strangers 
made unthinking and crude comments. Gradually the 
special problems dressing and exercising armless 
child were met and solved. came from new 
friends, men and women with similar deficiencies 
for which they had learned how compensate. 


Billy responded wonderfully and surprised them con- 
tinually with new capabilities and patience learning 
how eat, walk and even skate. The family began 
take helpful interest other families with like prob- 
lems. All their spare time now spent correspond- 
ence and reading the subject the handicapped and 
helping build organizations devoted rehabilita- 
tion the crippled. These organizations are listed and 
described special appendix the book. 


Billy only three, but his life has already been glory 
his parents and example world often callous 
affliction. His moving story beautiful lesson 
love, which began acceptance heavenly plan, 
grew service and knowledge and now reaches out 
proudly share its rich meaning with others. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Arnold, Lewis Sand Against the Wind 
Dutton. Feb. 19, 1954. 379p. $3.75. 


The awful, chocolate-box-cover art the jacket that 
clothes this unsubstantial (save length) novel 
clue the unreality that find within. David Evans, 
who writes here under the pen name Lewis Arnold, 
may well sincere his attempt point the im- 
portance the eternal verities, and especially love 
one’s fellow-man—but has preached his message 
hackneyed terms, and had acted out unreal 
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The central figure the novel Marie Rochehault, 
highborn Frenchwoman, beautiful face but twisted 
body, that Paris knows her Belle Bossue— 
the Beautiful Crippled One. Deprived from childhood 
parental Jove and care, but the inheritor large 
fortune, Marie becomes first great medical scientist, 
and only later life begins her pursuit love. Men 
are alternately attracted her keen mind, her fortune, 
and her ravishingly beautiful face—and repelled either 
her crippled body the bitterness her hatred 
for mankind, manifestation her anger with God 
for the way has made her. 


the men Marie’s life, the book dwells three, 
each whom affected her profoundly, but each 
different way—Robert Montpris, poor student, seemed 
love her truly, but shabby was her treatment 
him that committed suicide. Count Boris Troiann 
loved her for her money, and married her twin sister; 
and the gluttonous and drunken old Marquier enjoyed 
her wit. 


Apparently Marquier who begins Belle Bossue’s 
conversion, being coverted himself, literally his 
deathbed, Lourdes. This conversion described 
long letter received after his death—read first 
scornfully, then thoughtfully. Before long, Belle Bos- 
sue Lourdes, the grace conversion comes, and 
high life France exchanged for life devotion 
sort medical missionary Africa. 


small African village, where Belle Bossue 
has been transferred into Belle Bonté—the Beautiful 
Kind One—that the tale begins and ends, most 
told the form journal kept Marie and loaned 
the mission’s priest, who is, the book ends, assur- 
ing her that all will yet well. 


There nothing objectionable about the book but its 
slightness story and the unreality its characters; 
didacticism were the end literature, would rate 
highly—but one looks for other values novel. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Bowles, Chester Report 
Harper. Jan. 415p. $4.00. 


1951, after his retirement Governor Connecti- 
cut, Chester Bowles was offered number high 
government posts. found them surprisingly easy 
turn down,” observes. When President Truman 
asked him what would like do, Bowles unhesi- 
tatingly answered would like the post Ambassador 
India because his “deep conviction that India 
was the key Asia and America’s policies toward 
India were still state flux. solid relation- 
ship could built between the two countries, India 
might find easier succeed establishing stable 
and effective democracy South Asia, and America 
might unite Asian policy behind which our 
people could stand with assurance.” Mr. Bowles ap- 
parently spoke with great persuasiveness because the 
Fall 1951 found himself with his family New 
Rarely has Ambassador worked harder 
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build bridge understanding between two countries. 
Bowles talked not only with Prime Minister Nehru and 
Mme. Pandit and other high officials the Indian 
Government, but traveled some 60,000 miles through 
the country talking with workers and farmers, students 
and businessmen. assisted the technical and 
economic aid program and worked energetically 
counter anti-American propaganda. His book vital 
record his work. valuable for his impressions 
and for the solidity its factual data. Crisply written, 
some ways reminiscent the work John 
Gunther. important and useful volume. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York 58, New York 


Durant, Will 
The Renaissance. History Civilization 
Italy from 1304-1576 A.D. Story Civili- 
zation: Part 

Simon Schuster. Sept. 18, 1953. 776p. $7.50. 


The intended scope this work indicated the 
even more precisely the sub-title 
given the jacket: History Civilization Italy 
from the Birth Petrarch the Death Titian— 
1304-1576. The Renaissance Spain and the coun- 
tries north the Alps treated, apparently, 
the next volume the Story Civilization, which will 
called The Age the Reformation. The author has 
divided his presentation into six books, comprising 
total twenty-three chapters. The titles the books 
are: Prelude: 1300-1377; II, The Florentine Renais- 
sance: 1378-1534; III, Italian Pageant: 1378-1534; IV, 
The Roman Renaissance: 1378-1521; Debacle; 
Finale: 1534-76. There Envoi, short general 
conclusion (pp. 724-728), Bibliography, Notes (bare 
references books), and good Index (pp. 751-776). 
The titles the chapters have been attractively chosen, 
and the whole work written warm and mellow 
style, which, times, however, can degenerate into 
mannerisms. The book furnished with illustra- 
tions and the end papers contain maps Renaissance 
and contemporary Italy. 


The volume under review not, the title would 
indicate, comprehensive history civilization Italy 
the period the Renaissance. The author concen- 
trates the more personal aspects the lives the 
important men and women and the masterpieces 
art and literature—art being dealt with much greater 
detail and familiarity than literature. Curiously enough, 
moreover, the Greek and Latin studies the Italian 
Humanist and their creative works Latin not 
receive adequate and economic 
aspects Italian civilization are handled—at least for 
the most part—only incidental fashion. Religious 
abuses are treated, the whole, fair and temper- 
ate manner, but too little said the sound spiritual 
life and contributions the age. Finally, the author 
not concerned with the whole problem the origins 
and precise characteristics the Renaissance with 
the recent voluminous literature this subject. Thus, 
even such important work Ferguson, The 
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Renaissance Historical Thought (Boston, 1948), does 
not appear his Bibliography. 


Durant’s new book may described vivid and 
attractively written description the Italian Renais- 
sance terms personalities and their achieve- 
ments interests, primarily the domain 
tensive reading the Italian Renaissance and long 
sojourns Italy have made possible for the author 
give life and local color his narrative. calls 
one his divisions, Italian Pageant. The reviewer 
would suggest that “Pageant the Italian Renaissance” 
would most appropriate title for the whole work. 
Durant has employed solid authorities like Pastor very 
conscientiously, but side side with Pastor has 
used less reliable books, has depended too heavily 
Renaissance chronicles and memoirs without subjecting 
their data further critical examination. has suc- 
ceeded writing delightful book, even fascinating 
book, for his work has the sweep and brilliance 
pageant the grand scale. But cannot consid- 
ered, any strict sense, comprehensive, well- 
balanced, and penetrating history Italian civilization 
the Renaissance. 


Martin McGuire, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Kid for Two Farthings 


Mankowitz, Wolf 
Dutton. Feb. 15, 1954. 


Illustrated James Boswell. 
120p. $2.50. 

Joe was only six years old and did not school, but 
learned variety things from Mr. Kandinsky, 
whose tailoring shop spent the greater part the 
day while his mother went out work hat trim- 
mer. Joe’s father had left the slums London’s East 
End seek his fortune Africa. 


was thanks Mr. Kandinsky that Joe knew uni- 
corn when saw one.” Mr. Kandinsky made only 
trousers and wanted Superheat Steam Presser. 
Schmule, his iron-muscled assistant, wrestled profes- 
sionally his spare time, but after two years still did 
not have enough money buy proper sized engage- 
ment ring for Sonia. Joe, naturally enough, yearned 
have his father home again. 


Wishing, Mr. Kandinsky tried explain Joe, would 
not get these things. What you needed was unicorn 
who could make one’s dreams come true. 
nately, the only unicorns left were Africa where 
Joe’s father lived. off Joe went the local animal 
market and bought kid which had only one horn. 
But must unicorn. Africana, Joe named the 
twisted and sickly little goat, did not last long. Mr. 
Kandinsky, however, did get his pressing iron; Schmule 
won his big match with Python Macklin; and Joe’s 
father would soon coming home. 


All all Kid for Two Farthings pleasant enough 
little story, written with tender feeling and understand- 
ing child’s world. being too sentimental, 
has its touching moments, especially when follow 
Joe his games with the stunted animal, and are ad- 
mitted into the never-to-be dream world small 
boy’s imagination and whimsies. But this not 
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cient itself; there something lacking. Mildly en- 
joyable, Kid for Two Farthings makes deep 
lasting impression. fact, hardly stirs ripple 
enthusiasm, and vanishes rapidly and silently 
does Joe’s own world make-believe. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Dodson, Kenneth Away All Boats 
Little, Brown. Mar. 1954. $3.95. 

This latest the novels the recent world war the 
story the Navy’s attack transport Belinda whose 
imagined itinerary included all the landings from the 
Gilbert Islands Okinawa. The device upon which 
the thin depends the introduction 
Dave McDougall, merchant marine master, who 
leaves his first command become lieutenant the 
Navy. is, course, assigned Belinda watch 
officer and remains with her become her command- 
ing officer after the captain’s death off Okinawa. But 
there is, truly, “story.” There the day day 
life the ship, the loading, the unloading, the training, 
the navigating, the attacking, the defense, endlessly. 
the grim recital assault and voyage the next 
assault there relief. 


record the operations such ship, Away All 
Boats remarkable document. the exception 
engine room work, the author has 
minutest detail just about every item, however trivial, 
the operational routine attack transport. There 
unusual authenticity even down the threads per 
inch turnbuckle. anything was ever done aboard 
such ship, any piece equipment was ever 
brought board, safe say that accurate 
description appears somewhere the book. 


Because this is, very definitely colossal undertaking 
its kind, cannot summarily rejected from the world 
fiction mere manual amphibious operations 
the high-water monotony the life 
expressed with some power and the effects are 
achieved with reliance whatsoever upon the two 
old stand-bys war writing, profanity and sex. 


easy enough conceive Mr. Dodson reacting 
The Caine Mutiny Mr. Roberts and feeling, 
seaman long experience, that this that wrong 
and someone must make the record straight. Specific, 
and doubt conscious, differences handling from 
every other naval story the war can observed 
Where these differences exist, the 
treatment the Captain’s pathology, there doubt 
that this present version the correct one, but would 
hard say that is, therefore, artistically superior. 


must said that Mr. Dodson never makes the error 
the juveniles like Norman Master and Darren Eyster 
who read into events and persons their own momentous 
and rather ridiculous interpretations. This has been 
avoided, however, the expense eliminating all 


Dodson, apart from granting occasional desire 
home, allows nothing the way mental spiritual 
activity his characters beyond what could seen 
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long series still photographs. There motiva- 
tion for anything. 


Stylistically Mr. Dodson has worked hard evade the 
effects the repetition inevitable account 
almost identical operations devices which sometimes, 
the omission the definite article, become 
annoying. 

dedication Carl Sandberg, which elicited some 
extravagant promotional praise from that post, rend- 
ered embarassing the end when Captain Hawks 
delerium chants evaluation his war service which 
pitiful paraphrase “Grass.” 


Faults and virtues weighed together, Away All Boats 
can recommended the general reader tour 
force shipboard life, solid and honest, but unsatisfy- 
ing because its failure transcend its matter 
level significant meaning. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Leavitt, Robert Keith 
The Chip Grandma’s Shoulder 
Lippincott. Feb. 24, 1954. 255p. $3.75. 


bring the past before the rich detail that 
sparkles throughout The Chip Grandma’s Shoulder 
wonderful reminiscing and makes for even more won- 
derful reading When Grandma the hub 
small fry’s universe the reminiscing spoke out 
all directions—church suppers, sleigh rides, Fourth 
July Celebration and fires. And when the short pants 
articulator wants wheel around his own the tell- 
ing gay traipsing old fashioned bicycle com- 
pletely and hilariously out control. 


Robert Leavitt writes the old days town calls 
Bradford, the Old Colony Massachusetts. His 
grandmother’s exploits with slingshot, wagging tongue, 
block and tackle, run hand hand with his own simu- 
lated school day illnesses, junk collecting and general 
symptoms healthy growing pains. The whole town 
gets the act one way another and all the 
interest delighting very sincere nostalgic way. 


Here book that Old Home Week for any mis- 
planted citizen small town America; stereoptican 
gay and passing era. It’s too well written 
described and too darn funny missed. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Eustis, Helen The Fool Killer 
Doubleday. Feb. 1954. 219p. $2.75. 


Twelve year old George Mellish rebels harsh treat- 
ment from his foster parents and runs away the 
West. the first stage his journey westward, 
George encounters Dirty Jim Jelliman, overripe old 
widower who permits the runaway share his filth- 
encrusted home. Dirty tells George the Fool 
tall man with who roams through the world 
seeking fools behead. George worried, since 
considers himself likely candidate for the Fool Killer’s 
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ministrations. Ova Fanshawe, Dirty’s niece, finding 
fever-stricken George the old man’s companion takes 
him into her home and cares for him. But when Con- 
stable and Miz Fanshawe become overly curious about 
his past, George absconds once again. Wandering fever- 
ishly through the woods, stumbles across the camp 
Milo Bogardus. That’s what they called him but 
was not his name. Shell-shocked the Civil War, 
young Milo had lost his memory; the hospital authori- 
ties gave him the name kinless dead man and that 
was the only name that knew. Treating George 
equal, Milo quickly wins his affection and they start 
off for the Pacific Coast. Milo tells George his story, 
and philosophizes heterodox fashion Life and Sin. 
The travellers move on, avoiding strange cities and 
strange houses where the demented Milo’s enemies 
might lurk, until they come camp-meeting. George’s 
fascination causes Milo agree stop. rip- 
roaring meeting, supercharged with hellfire and brim- 
stone. Caught the emotional tide, young George 
saved; but someone hacks the Reverend Spotts, and 
Milo disappears. Renewing his solitary travels, George 
stops crossroads’ store operated the Galts. Child- 
less Miz Galt offers George home and job—and 
asks questions. The Galts are kind and sensible 
their treatment the orphan and longer 
haunted the Fool Killer. Soon, however, Milo re- 
appears and, when George refuses away with him, 
tries murder Miz Galt with ax. Milo killed 
while attempting escape, and the Galts help George 
recover from his nightmare and, for aught know, 
live happily ever after. 


simple outline, such the plot Helen Eustis’ 
second novel, The Fool Killer. is, Miss Eustis tells 
us, deliberate and devoted imitation certain 
kind novel which can describe best the sort 
addressed adults and children equally She 
cites examples the type novel she has mind 
Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn; and certainly, 
incident, character, style, and flavor, her debt Mark 
Twain great. But Twain with new dimension: 
George Mellish introspective Huck Finn and his 
problems are psychological. 


The Fool Killer may unpretentious story 
boy’s search for security and affection, may sym- 
bolize the conflict between the erratic and the orderly 
human life. simple story symbolic tale, 
may appeal adults, but, because the treatment 
its theme, doubt that will interest, benefit, 
adolescent readers. 


Frank 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia 31, Pennsylvania 


Reilly, Sister Paraclita, C.S.J. 
Aubrey Vere: Victorian Observer 
University Nebraska Press, 1953. 213p. $4.00. 


When the work Aubrey Vere submitted 
critical judgment, says George Saintsbury ponder- 
ous attempt fair-minded, “it’s summing cannot 
wholly favorable.” Saintbury’s opinion, Vere’s 
poems (“sometimes pretty, anything more”) 


“seldom fail command respect and esteem” but 
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“they seldomer transport.” Sister Paraclita, her 
commendable devotion the memory distin- 
guished member notable literary family, does not 
agree with Saintsbury’s summing up; and she skillfully 
quotes short poems and passages from longer ones 
which show vigor, even ruggedness, Vere 
often overlooked. 


But the chief point this book that Vere’s 
greatest claim upon posterity lies the quality, the 
variety, and the pertinence the man’s “creative rela- 
tionships.” The kind friendship toward literary men 
and literary matters Vere excelled was delib- 
erate outgrowth personality and policy; resulted 
from kindred interests and from “sense commu- 
nity” which the Victorians often cultivated and 
seem have lost. “observer” and link between 
Wordsworth and the middle and late Victorians, 
Vere through long lifetime (1814-1902) brilliantly 
served literature’s cause. His interests were theological 
well literary. His acquaintance among church- 
men, Anglican and Catholic both, makes him im- 
portant figure—he entered the Church the 
Catholic history the nineteenth century. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


* * 


Mare, Marie G.P.A. Healy: American Artist 
McKay. Feb. 1954. 304p. $6.00. 


The subject this biography not publicly known 
America are, say, Stuart, Copley and West, but there 
little doubt that his work more familiar the 
casual viewer than any the other painters with the 
obvious exception Stuart’s Washingtons. For the 
chances are that the phantasm any American presi- 
dent the time Arthur that rises the minds 
the public based upon Healy’s portrait. 


The life Healy almost unbroken success story 
from his birth Boston 1813, New England sea 
captain and his wife, his death Chicago 1894. 
His career took him unceasingly all through the United 
States and over most Europe, bringing him into con- 
tact with the outstanding personages his time his 
labors were ever greater demand those who 
wished perpetuate oil the likenesses themselves, 
their loved ones their heroes. 


Very certainly the subtitle this book, Intimate 
Chronicle the Nineteenth Century, conveys more 
its essence than the principal name. Healy was not 
Gauguin Van Gogh, give the sly inquirer his 
measure psychopathology and sex. His portrait com- 
missions were his life and there would little meat 
sustained narrative merely those. But Healy’s 
granddaughter-biographer fortunate that kept 
meticulous diary and was, apparently, voluminous 
letter-writer his family. From these sources Miss 
Mare able cull reported conversations that give 
vignettes Lincoln, Grant, Sherman, Jackson, Webster, 
Clay, and countless others—vignettes that are repre- 
sentative (and illuminating) the larger works 
canvas. These living views the subjects Healy’s 
work form the greater part his biography. 


SELLERs 


one respect the writer glosses over what must have 
been the critical drama the artist’s life. was 
apparently devout Catholic; two his daughters and 
one his sisters were nuns. His religion was im- 
portant part his life. But the author unaccountably 
relates, sentence two, that the English girl whom 
Healy was marry refused married the 
Church. Having raised conflict, the writer merely 
goes say that they were married outside the 
Church. Later, the word dropped that Healy 
fervent Catholic” was allowing his children raised 
outside the Church because that was what his mother- 
in-law wanted. Absolutely intimation given 
any distress struggle within the man. And yet 
are assured his abounding joy several years later 
when his wife and all his children entered the Church. 
There much here that apparently suppressed and 
the motives for the omission are not readily discernible. 


Nevertheless, few flaws style and useless intro- 
duction popular woman newspaper columnist are 
not sufficient deny this life first-rate American 
portrait painter place the shelves school libraries 
and the hands the casual reader. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Diringer, David The Hand Produced Book 
Philosophical Library, New York, 1953. 603p. $15.00. 


This work the second volume trilogy, following 
the author’s The Alphabet, Key the History 
Mankind, which was first published 1949. The third 
volume, now preparation, will devoted the 
illumination and binding the ancient and mediaeval 
book. Accordingly, throughout the work under re- 
view repeated references are made the volume that 
has preceded and the one which follow. The 
author his written primarily for that stock character, 
the general reader. However, since his book world- 
wide its scope, will very valuable the scholar 
also, especially for the information furnished the 
areas outside the latter’s inevitably limited field 
specialization. While the book offers relatively little 
that new, most welcome comprehensive, 
readable, and up-to-date synthesis our present knowl- 
edge. Since the title does not reveal sufficiently the 
wealth information contained the work, will 
worthwhile describe the contents briefly before 
making few further general observations. 


Chapter The Book Embryo, deals with the pre- 
history writing and the book, covering oral tradition, 
palaeolithic paintings and carvings, pictographic repre- 
sentations stories, ancient writing materials, and the 
history the key words “book,” “writing,” “library,” 
etc. Chapter II, The Earliest Systems Writing, sum- 
marizes material already presented the author’s The 
Alphabet, but needed here background for the 
tory the book and save the reader the inconveni- 
ence consulting the volume mentioned. The titles 
Chapters III, Clay Tablet Books, Papyrus Books, 
From Leather Parchment, indicate sufficiently 
the respective contents. However, the title Chapter 
VII, The Bock Follows Religion, somewhat ambigu- 
ous. Actually, deals with the book the Western 
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Church and the Eastern [Greek] Church, and with 
the Syriac book, the Armenian and Caucasian “book,” 
the Coptic book, Nubian manuscripts, the Ethiopic 
(Abyssinian) book, the Hebrew book, and the Arabic 
book—both Islamic and Christian. The scope Chap- 
ter VIII, Outlying Religions Ancient Middle East, 
Central and Southern Asia, and Chapter Out- 
lying Regions Far East and Pre-Columbian Amer- 
ica, clear enough from the titles. Chapter Anglo- 
Celtic Contributions the Development the Medie- 
val Book, with Conclusion—Fate Books, the 
longest (pp. 439-543) and most detailed chapter the 
present work. The author explains his preface that 
this chapter has been written specifically for the Eng- 
lish reader and that, his book should translated 
into other languages, plans add similar chapter 
for each country primarily concerned. Chapter XI, 
Appendix. Inks, Pens, and Other Writing Tools, 
excellent survey world-wide basis. Chapters IV, 
VI, and are followed fairly copious bibliogra- 
phies. There short General Bibliography (pp. 564- 
and satisfactory Index (pp. 567-603). Finally, 
the work illustrated with total 185 cuts plates. 
Unfortunately, the illustrations are numbered separate- 
for each chapter, and there list illustrations 
accompanying the table contents. 


any one scholar could maintain the same high standard 
complete mastery and meticulous accuracy through- 
out. The author’s bibliographies could better ar- 
ranged, and, the interests his general reader, the 
selection titles should have been made with greater 
discrimination. Here and there, too, has not always 
been fortunate the choice modern “authorities” 
from whom quotes. Chapters VII and 
greater familiarity with the history early Benedictine 
and Irish monasticism could desired. The role 
Cassiodorus, e.g., establishing scholarly tradition 
Benedictine monasticism ignored. the other 
hand, Dr. Diringer has given very good account 
the Dead Sea Scrolls and the more recent finds 
Qumran and the Wadi Maraba’at; mentions the 
recent discovery amazing collection Gnostic 
texts Egypt, and his chapter the Anglo-Celtic 
contribution has presented good summary the 
present state the question regarding the origin 
writing and book illumination. 


Dr. Diringer has produced, the whole, very useful, 
generally reliable, and readable book. The publisher 
could have served his author better. The paper too 
glossy and the binding cheap. Even considering the 
nature the work and the numerous plates, the price 
very high. 

Martin McGuire, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Leslie, Shane Cardinal Gasquet; Memoir 
Kenedy. Feb. 25, 1954. 273p. $3.50. 

Few Americans except Benedictines and professors 
church history can more than recognize the name 
Francis Aidan Cardinal Gasquet. Yet died Rome 
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late 1929 and established himself scholar. 
Shane Leslie attempts rescue him from the oblivion 
into which has disappeared. 


This book biography the classical sense but 
memoir—an arbitrary selection episodes from long 
and fruitful life. Why the author did not undertake 
full-fledged biography never explains. Apparently 
had access sufficient source materials for there 
are two chapters completely devoted original corre- 
spondence. Surely the life and deeds Gasquet are 
important enough deserve comprehensive study. 


But Leslie prefers chatty, narrate the amusing 
and curious incidents Gasquet’s life, follow the 
surface movements ecclesiastical politics. There 
nothing course scandalous this memoir but 
attempt made reveal Gasquet’s character, pene- 
trate his spiritual The reader absorbed 
Gasquet’s career that never learns know the man, 
the priest, the abbot, the cardinal. 


The barest outlines his youth and his years 
simple monk are sketched. Then comes chapter 
Edmund Bishop, who was his collaborator scholarly 
pursuits. Bishop was unique character whose fantastic 
learning profoundly influenced Gasquet. Yet the reader 
would like know much more about their friendship. 
The dispute about Anglican Orders appears this 
account more conflict personalities than the 
theological controversy which really was. How close 
Gasquet came being appointed Archbishop West- 
minster the subject another chapter. Then there 
flattering but just. 


curia cardinal Rome Gasquet was largely re- 
sponsible for the appointment English diplomatic 
representative the Vatican—no mean achievement. 
also defended the Allied Cause the court 
Benedict where German influence was widespread. 
Much his Roman career was devoted his office 
president the commission for the revision the 
Vulgate. 


Leslie always writes cleverly but raconteur rather 
than historian. This book will entertaining read- 
ing but really too superficial justice this 
eminent ecclesiastic. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 


Beauvoir, Simone She Came Stay 
World Publishing. Mar. 1954. 404p. $5.00. 


Like the book Mark Twain said have reviewed, 
this novel has covers too far apart. And if, the 
jacket says, the author “has put this book everything 
she has ever learned felt about love,” this reader 
feels she has put too much. The end-product queer 
mish-mash bohemianism, demi-monde, perversion 
and murder, interspersed with soul-searching, high- 
flown rationalism, shot through with overtones 
existentialism. The central character and her antagon- 
istic have “absolute” consciences. Incidental 
fornication not blameworthy except when the partici- 
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pant fails confide the act close “friend.” Murder 
will take little longer acknowledge: eventually 
Pierre will know but will not matter since her happy 
relations with him have resulted her seeing the world 
through him, whereas Xaviere represents absolute sepa- 
rateness. And separateness cannot borne. wip- 
ing out Xaviere, she fulfills her own will and chooses 
herself over another. 


The place Paris; the time 1939. The dramatis per- 
sonae are Francoise, intellectual who has worked 
with actor-producer, Pierre, for ten years, sharing 
her thoughts, her days and her nights with him; and 
Xaviere, 18-year-old girl from Rouen, jealous and 
self-contained, whose youth and inexperience attract 
Francoise. Pierre’s suggestion, the three attempt 
triangled existence, sharing their love for each other 
with each other. Pierre, however, moved domi- 
nate the girl has the woman thirty; Francoise 
feels Xaviere eludes her; and Xaviere her jealousy 
attempts destroy the relationship between the other 
two.. When after walking trip with second man 
whom Xaviere also interested, Francoise’ affair with 
him discovered, Xaviere refuses forgive the older 
woman. Xaviere dies. Before that can happen, the 
reader has been introduced mirky, vice-ridden cafes, 
dismal hotels, illicit and unnatural loves, masochism, 
drugs and much, much talk. 


psychiatrist may find the book interesting; the run-of- 
the-mill reader thinks only the eyestrain uselessly 
induced. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Breihan, Carl 
The Complete and Authentic Life Jesse James 
Fell, 1954. 287p. $4.50. 


worthwhile effort has been made Carl Breihan 
sift the fact from the fiction surrounding “the American 
Robin Hood,” Jesse James. April 1882, Bob 
Ford, one-time member the gang, shot and killed 
Jesse who was living under the name Thomas 
Howard the city St. Joseph, Missouri. The name 
Jesse refused die, however, and legend grew that 
the real Jesse was still alive. Capitalizing this belief, 
men soon began appearing the platforms the Wild 
West Shows the era claiming the real, “live,” 
Jesse James. The claims the more prominent 
these impostors are refuted the beginning the 


book. 


most interesting and quite factual manner the life 
and works Jesse are then detailed. Here presented 
the picture man weaned the border skirmishes 
prior the Civil War, growing manhood the 
company Quantrill’s Guerilla Band during the war 
itself, attempting settle back the ways peace 
the turbulent post-war days, but finally following the 
course least resistance into life outlawry and 
banditry. man whose daring escapades and almost 
miraculous escapes made him feared that one 


Best 


time authorities who had surrounded his home, 
which they believed him hiding, resorted 
throwing bomb through the window killing his half- 
brother and maiming his mother. was feared even 
the end his days. Rather than trying have 
him surrounded and captured, the Governor St. 
Louis promised amnesty Bob Ford return for the 
cold-blodded shooting St. Joseph. 


The finalpart covers the activities Jesse’s compatriots 
with special emphasis his brother, Frank, and the 
Younger brothers, Bobe, Cole, and Jim. interest- 
ing note that two these men lived until 1916 and 
that Frank, although tried several times, was never con- 
victed any his crimes. 


The only fault that might found the book 
tendency whitewash the name Jesse. left 
trail robbery and bloodshed throughout the midwest, 
yet are led feel that circumstances beyond his 
control led him into this life violence, and that his 
heart was pure, but cannot denied that was 
ruthless, scheming murderer who had remorse for 
his victims. even had the desire after the North- 
field raid murder the wounded members his own 
gang that escape might easier. Maybe did 
“rob the rich give the poor” but one cannot con- 
done such action nor can one rid oneself the feeling 
that Jesse regarded himself one “the poor.” 


excellent set over fifty illustrations are presented 
the Picture Story Jesse James— pages two 
thirty-two. 


McAndrew, Bruno, O.S.B. From Five Nine 


Grail. Feb. 11, 1954. 59p. $0.25. 

This book pamphlet Dom Bruno McAndrews, 
O.S.B., describes the daily life modern Benedictine 
monastery whose members teach boys high school 
age adjoining building. But the author’s concern 
not with what how the monks teach the 
room but what they behind the walls the cloister. 


shows how faithful the Benedictines today are 
the motto their Order, “Pray and Labor.” 
also has some excellent advice the meaning the 
vows that the novices, who form part the monastic 
household, take after their year probation. Finally, 
points out the beneficial effects that the daily 
tion the Divine Office and attendance the daily 
Conventual Mass will inevitably have those who 
take part are present these public prayers 


the Church. 


therefore recommend this work most 
gives new insight into the religious life general 
for the founders all other Orders and Congregations 
learned much from the principles that St. Benedict 
laid down his rule 1400 years ago. Indirectly 
teaches lay people the all-important lesson that the 
spirit prayer means incompatible with the 
daily task earning livelihood. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 


New York, New York 
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